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Upland College History 
A reception, hosted by the California Chapter of the 
Messiah-Upland Alumni Association, at which time the 
history of Upland College, A Vision for Service, will be re-
leased, will be held on the Monday evening of General 
Conference. 
The author, E. Morris Sider, will relate incidents and 
recognize individuals related to the writing of the history. 
He will also autograph copies. Books will be available for 
purchase that evening. 
Sharing in the evening program will be Dr. A. M. Cli-
menhaga, Dr. Owen H. Alderfer, Rev. A. C. Burkholder, 
and the Myron Tweed family who will furnish music. 
The reception will be held in the Azusa College Dining 
Room following an early dismissal of the evening business 
session. A fellowship time will follow the brief program. 
The Myron Tweed family who will appear at the Reception at which the 
newly published history of Upland College will be released. 
From the Editor 
One notices it as he reads the titles to the current reli-
gious books or listens to modern religious music or the 
testimonies of Christians, young and old — a strong theme 
of the subjective and introspective. Our first article, 
written by an educator, psychologist, churchman, and 
pastor, reminds us that feeling is a poor substitute for 
faith. He could have stressed that the absence of feeling is 
not evidence of a lack of faith nor its presence evidence of 
faith. 
In a year of renewed historical awareness, one of the 
unique heritages we enjoy is the separation of church and 
state. Most of us, having lived all our lives in countries 
where the state and church are separate, can hardly 
imagine the radical nature of this new concept which be-
came the law of the land two hundred years ago. 
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Editorial 
When Is Enough? 
R E C E N T L Y while traveling through California, Texas 
and other parts of the growing Southwest, I was working 
my way through a little book called Enough Is Enough, a 
book on Western consumption and materialism. It raised 
all sorts of questions in my mind. 
When do we reach the point of enough? 
Perhaps in some areas it's obvious. When traveling I 
have discovered that breakfasting at one "pancake house" 
per week is enough. 
But wanting more is epidemically contagious. You 
know how it takes hold of you. You say, "Maybe next year 
air conditioning or color TV or a swimming pool or an 
additional car or a Caribbean cruise." And, oh yes, we also 
want more people in our church. And frankly, as editors, 
we have set goals to have more subscribers to our maga-
zine. But when is enough? 
In California, I stopped in at the First Baptist Church of 
Van Nuys (with more than 10,000 members). But when I 
arrived in Dallas a few days later, I was reminded it isn't 
nearly as big as First Baptist there. When I asked one 
church leader, "When is enough?" he replied, " I t ' s always 
about 200 more than what we have now." 
Our opinion of what is "enough" seems to change. As 
little as five years ago, electronic calculators looked like a 
luxury. Now every college kid seems to need one. Digital 
watches, to many people now look like gadgets, but by the 
t ime you read this they may be as accepted as color tele-
vision, power steering and air conditioning — also un-
necessary gadgets in their day. 
Sooner or later all Americans will have to face the hard 
reality that the world does not have infinite natural re-
sources, and that per capita consumption cannot increase 
indefinitely. The reports are coming in — the end is in 
sight. 
And the fact that there is not enough of this world to 
satisfy our wants and our appetites may be another signal 
from God to help us remember the One the Psalmist said, 
"satisfies the desire of every living thing" (145:16). This 
world, in short, is not "enough." 
Christians who claim to be pilgrims and strangers need 
to realize that they are getting laden down with a lot of 
surplus baggage that makes spiritual travel a bit difficult. 
We, of all people, ought to know how to say enough is 
enough. 
—William J. Petersen 
Editor, Eternity. 
Used by permission 
The Sin of Covetousness 
I H A D A L W A Y S interpreted the commandment against 
covetousness with the emphasis upon "thy neighbor's" 
phrase. The sinful aspect was in desiring that which be-
longed to someone else. King Ahab was for me the classic 
example in his desire for a vineyard that belonged to 
Naboth . 
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Then I decided to preach a sermon on covetousness and 
attempted to discover what Jesus meant when, to the 
group gathered around Him, He said, " . . . beware of 
covetousness . . . " (Luke 12:15) and what Paul meant 
when he said, "Mor t i fy therefore . . . covetousness, which 
is idolatry" (Colossians 3:5). To my amazement (and dis-
comfort) I found that the meaning of pleonexia was not 
related to wanting that which was already the possession of 
another but referred to "wanting more ." 
"Beware ," Jesus said, "of wanting more, for life does 
not consist in the accumulation of things." "Pu t to death ," 
writes Paul, " tha t desire for more, for it is like the sin of 
idolatry." In the Colossian verse the practices listed along 
with covetousness are a sordid lot. But it is for covetous-
ness alone that the label of idolatry is reserved. 
Idolatry was the sin of sins among the nations of Israel. 
This distinction was reserved for idolatry because it 
reflected more than disobedience. It was, in fact, the 
transfer of affection. It is this characteristic of covetous-
ness which is so perilous to the Christian. 
In recent weeks two of the reportedly world's wealthiest 
men died. If the media's reports of these men's lives is sub-
stantially accurate, they are modern day examples of the 
truth of Jesus' words that, " a man 's life consisteth not in 
the abundance of the things which he possesseth." 
Over against this somewhat negative approach to the 
material world are the complementary biblical teachings 
of God 's ownership and our stewardship; and Jesus' clear 
teaching on love for neighbor and the servant posture for 
the Christian. 
As radical as it may sound in our consumer-oriented so-
ciety the warning is clear, distinct and biblical: 
Beware of wanting more. It is the modern idolatry. 
Z 
FROM THE EDITOR 
from page two 
What is of special interest is that it was this concept that 
was the mark of the 16th Century Anabaptists. Long be-
fore it became the law of the land in Western Nations our 
forefathers died as martyrs because they knew that the 
state had no right to impose religious duties and demands 
on the citizenry. 
The article on "Parish Demands and Family Needs" 
gives our readers a glimpse behind the parsonage door. 
Hopefully this article will not only be of help to the pastor 
and his wife and family but will assist us all in understand-
ing the need of the parsonage family to have a home life 
that has its own integrity and is respected by the congre-
gation. 
The next issue will be the General Conference issue — 
including the conference sermon. It will have a statement 
by the Board for Missions on the Rhodesian situation. 
We look forward to seeing many of you at the con-
ference. Meanwhile I must get two issues ready before we 
leave on our trip to the west which will combine some 
family vacationing with church duties. 
How Does 
Faith Feel? 
T h e R E V I V A L of religion among 
the youth of our country has a major 
emphasis on feeling. This may be a re-
action to the more formal expressions 
of faith in the established churches. 
Young people generally are not im-
pressed with traditional liturgical wor-
ship and, where possible, quickly rein-
force at tempts to institute a more 
"spontaneous" and freer worship. 
Hymns have expressed the human 
desire to feel religion. "He lp us to feel 
that thou art always nigh" has been 
sung for centuries. Believers want their 
faith to penetrate their inmost selves, 
and feeling for most people is more 
real than the logic of faith. 
It is of interest to me that the New 
Testament is almost silent on the 
ma t t e r of feelings. Jesus did not 
preach a sermon on how to feel one's 
religion. He talked about obedience 
and faith. Discipleship was a right-
about-face without the last fond look 
at the things which are left behind. 
Even the disciples who knew Jesus so 
well make few references to feelings. 
There are many references to the reali-
ties of faith, to the presence of the 
Spirit of God, and to the fulfillment of 
the promises of God. Perhaps the New 
Testament writers considered God so 
close that the question just never arose 
as to whether one " fe l t " his presence. 
Perhaps such a question was con-
sidered an impertinence. 
Why are people so concerned about 
feelings in religion? To many, the 
emotional is the true evidence of the 
reality of personal faith. The "inner 
test imony" is something immediate, 
an evidence which the common man 
who is often at a loss to understand 
theology can grasp and appreciate. 
When John Wesley was asked how 
he knew that he was in a saving rela-
tionship with God, he pointed to the 
"inner test imony" of God 's Spirit. 
"H i s Spirit gives witness to our spirit 
that we are the children of God . " 
The writer is president of Wilfrid Laurier 
University, Waterloo, Ontario, and Moderator 
of the Canadian Mennonite Brethren Con-
ference. 
Frank C. Peters 
Wesley taught that those who have a 
right relationship to God have an 
"inner assurance" that God is with 
them. 
It was this emphasis that led to 
frontier revivalism in America. If God 
seemed distant, man needed another 
"experience" to bring God back into 
focus once more. 
Calvinism, though often judged by 
critics as austere and joyless, did have 
an emphasis on feelings. The West-
minster Confession in answering the 
question about purpose in life says, 
"The chief end of man is to glorify 
God and enjoy him forever." "En joy" 
for me definitely includes feelings. 
Perhaps the baffling element of re-
ligious emotions is to find a proper 
definition of this "inner testimony." 
To what are these people who experi-
ence the presence of the Holy Spirit 
really testifying? What happens when 
one is "moved by the Spirit"? 
When the Holy Spirit moved in the 
lives of men and women, Jesus Christ 
became Lord. This lordship of Christ 
was expressed in the decisions which 
were made, in the priorities which 
were evident, and in the entire life-
style of the believer. Interestingly 
enough, the recipients of the Spirit 's 
testimony did not refer to the per-
sonal feeling state. 
If we examine the testimonies of 
those people who had " the joy of the 
Lord," we find that expressions which 
describe this state put Jesus Christ 
into the center. They are not in-
trospective comments. The hymns of 
Wesley witness to the greatness and 
goodness of Jesus Christ. " O for a 
thousand tongues to sing my great Re-
deemer's praise." " Y e servants of 
God, your Master proclaim." Even 
the more intimate hymn, "Jesus, lover 
of my soul, let me to thy bosom fly." 
The great "feeling" expressions of 
those who dwelt in the presence of 
God were not expressions of "inward-
ness" but statements directed toward 
the object of Christian joy, Jesus 
Christ. This, however, is not true of 
some of the modern choruses which 
laud feelings directly, nor is it char-
acteristic of many " joyful" testi-
monies. Note please the abundance of 
me and mine and the emphasis on how 
the author feels and what he can do. 
Assurance for the believer is not 
based on an "inner s tate" but rather 
on the words of Christ which the be-
liever appropr ia tes . Lu ther ' s em-
phasis on the Spirit having bound him-
self to the Word of God is most valid. 
This means that the true working of 
the Spirit is away from mere inward-
ness and toward scriptural realities 
which in turn become the source of 
real joy. 
Feelings are important. The inner 
testimony has its place in the Chris-
tian faith. However, the real desire of 
Christian experience is not to give the 
details of one's own feelings but rather 
to praise God. When we truly have the 
Spirit and inner assurance, we say 
little about our condition and much 
about our Lord. 
The testimony of the Spirit is that 
Jesus is the Lord of our life! 
We must make the transition here 
from materialism to true spirituality. 
There was a time when God's people 
thought that God's presence with them 
was evidenced by material prosperity. 
If a man's flocks and herds multi-
plied, his crops were constantly good, 
and his family large, he was certain 
that his religion was right. But the 
prophets exploded this theory. Godli-
ness did not necessarily bring ma-
terial blessings. One could be a "door-
keeper in the house of his God" and be 
near to God. Today this kind of ma-
terialism takes on another form. If my 
nervous system is activated and I have 
many and varied sensations pulsating 
through my body, God must be near. 
It is clear to every student of Scrip-
ture that often the person who walks 
closest to God walks alone. Loneli-
ness is never a pleasant emotion. Jesus 
said that we must even run the risk of 
having our own household pitted 
against us. Such loneliness is not 
evidence that God has in any way for-
saken us. 
When we dedicate ourselves to God 
in faith, we do so without condition. 
Obviously we cannot say: " H e r e I am 
Lord, I will follow you if you will 
agree to bless me materially." But can 
we say: " H e r e I am, Lord; I will 
follow you, if you will always give me 
a real sense of your presence"? If we 
do, are we not laying down a condi-
tion to our discipleship? 
When I married my wife, it was 
without conditions. I did not say: " T o 
love and to cherish — so long as this 
w a r m r o m a n t i c a t t r a c t i o n con-
tinues." Nor is this pleasant feeling 
to page fourteen 
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America's Debt to the Anabaptists 
Separation as Sedition 
William R. Estep 
T H E Z U R I C H authorities had 
handed down their ultimatum: all un-
baptized infants must be baptized 
within eight days, or those respon-
sible for withholding them would face 
imprisonment or banishment. After 
much prayer and soul-searching, on 
the night of January 21, 1525, a small 
group of believers decided " to obey 
God rather than men." They in-
augurated believer's baptism, bap-
tizing those who confessed their faith 
in Christ and requested baptism. In 
less than two years their three leaders, 
C o n r a d Grebel , Felix M a n z , and 
G e o r g e B l a u r o c k , were dead or 
banished. Manz, after many impri-
sonments, was executed by drowning 
in the Limmat River on January 5, 
1527, becoming the first Protestant to 
die at the hands of P ro te s t an t s . 
Regrettably, he was not the last. 
These believers preferred to be 
known as Brethren in Christ , but they 
soon came to be called Anabaptists 
(ana- in Greek means "again") . Sub-
sequently not only they and their 
spiritual descendants but many other 
groups, only superficially related to 
them if at all, were called Anabap-
tists. The careless and polemical use of 
the term has long muddied the waters 
of historical investigation. We need to 
make finer distinctions and to strive to 
understand what the real Anabaptists 
were saying. 
Anabapt ism was born when the 
Reformation itself was still in its 
swaddling clothes. The meeting at 
Worms, f rom which Luther emerged 
as an outlaw, was less than four years 
in the past, Luther had not yet mar-
ried, and Zwingli was still saying Mass 
in Latin. However, in many respects 
the reform movement led by Zwingli 
in Zurich had outrun its German 
The writer is professor of church history at 
Southwestern Baptist Seminary, Fort Worth, 
Texas. He is a student of the Anabaptist move-
ment and author of The Anabaptist Story. 
June 25, 1976 
counterpart. The actions of the radical 
social reformer Thomas Muntzer and 
his peasant supporters had driven 
Luther to turn against the peasants 
and to retreat further from the in-
novative implicat ions of his own 
teachings. A seething ferment marked 
the social, intellectual, and religious 
climate. Doubtless the pre-Reforma-
tion movements of Waldenses, Lol-
lards, and Hussites had contributed to 
a strong undercurrent of discontent 
that the Magisterial Reformers — 
that is, the reformers who had the sup-
port of the local political rulers, such 
as Luther and Zwingli — began to tap. 
But the socially conservative Mag-
isterial Reformers were no more able 
to contain the new wine in their 
patched-up wineskins than had the 
cautious humanist Erasmus. Never-
theless, they enunciated the initial 
principles that virtually all Reforma-
tion elements were to follow. 
The continental divide between the 
Reformers and the Roman Catholics 
was the concept of authority. The 
Bible became for the Protestants the 
final court of appeal in all matters of 
faith and practice. Sola scriptura was 
far more than a slogan; it became a 
way of life. The publication of a criti-
cal edition of the Greek text by 
Erasmus sparked not only Luther 's 
translation of the New Testament 
(1522) but also the Zur ich Bible 
(1529). The Zurich translators in-
corporated into their Old Testament 
the work of two Anabaptists, Ludwig 
Hetzer and Hans Denck, who had 
combined their linguistic expertise to 
make the first translation of the Old 
Testament prophets from Hebrew into 
German. 
For the Anabaptists, as for the 
other Reformers, the Bible was the 
supreme source of authority. How-
ever, a major difference appears in the 
way the Anabaptists handled Scrip-
ture. They took their interpretative 
key from Matthew 5 and Galatians 3 
and 4. For the Anabaptists, the Old 
Testament could never stand alone as 
the last word of God to men. Since the 
Incarnation, it was clear that the Law 
was fulfilled in the new covenant of 
grace that Christ had inaugurated. 
Therefore, the Old Testament could 
never stand alone, nor could it be 
interpreted as if Christ had never 
come. While the Anabaptists fre-
quently quoted the Apocrypha, they 
found in the New Testament the 
guidelines for the Christian life and for 
the Church . The Magis ter ia l Re-
formers, on the other hand, "sought to 
construe the New Testament Church 
after the lineaments of the Old Testa-
ment, thus reversing the forward 
movement of God's affairs in history 
. . . , " as Leonard Verduin aptly put it in The Reformers and their Stepchil-dren. 
The practice that called forth the 
label "Anabapt i s t " can also provide a 
key to understanding the major thrust 
of the movement. Believer's baptism 
became for the Anabaptists both an 
affirmation and rejection. By this act 
the Anabaptists said yes to Christ and 
no to the world. It was for them an act 
of confession and discipleship as well 
as a repudiation, not only of infant 
baptism but also of that which they 
felt infant baptism implied, i.e., coer-
cion, the sacral society, the authority 
of tradition as opposed to the Bible, 
and a church composed of the mixed 
multitude. 
Much of what the Anabap t i s t s 
taught came from their concept of 
faith. For them Christian faith was not 
subject to coercion. Balthasar Hub-
maier, an early Anabaptist martyr 
wrote, after having been tortured in 
the water tower in Zurich, "But faith 
is a work of God and not of the 
heretic's tower in which one sees 
neither sun nor moon, and lives on 
nothing but water and bread." Claus 
Felbinger, a Hutteri te missionary, 
to page twelve 
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Conflicts Between 
Parish Demands/Family Needs 
Gary R. Gruber 
T H E T I T L E of this presentation as-
sumes a conflict. This may not be a 
fact in your own life. It does not need 
to be and if it is, what I want to pro-
pose is that there are ways of 1) suc-
cessfully resolving such a conflict, 2) 
enhancing family life and 3) contri-
buting positively to your ministry and 
the church. 
I want to point the finger of suspi-
cion at two major causes (there are 
others) and then proceed to offer some 
possible and concrete ways of begin-
ning to change a particular style. 
First of all many new and^or young 
pas tors begin their ministry en-
thusiastically, energetically, with more 
devotion and commitment to their 
calling than is true of many other pro-
fessions. Par t of this may be traced to 
the genuinely religious nature of the 
work and part, I suspect, to the expec-
tations that " the union" has of its con-
stituents. How many lawyers do you 
know who themselves feel that God 
has ca l led them to be lawyers? 
Plumbers? Politicians? Musicians? En-
gineers? 
O u r b u s y n e s s ( b u s i n e s s ) as 
clergymen may get rationalized. "This 
is what God wants me to be doing" 
which further translated is "God ' s 
business keeps me busy." In a pas-
tor 's eagerness to please God and his 
parishioners he is busy writing ser-
mons, making calls, counseling, teach-
ing, administering, studying, officiat-
ing, developing programs, writing let-
ters, talking on the telephone, pray-
ing, and going to meetings — to say 
nothing of community activities and a 
wider involvement with other churches 
and pastors. 
In a pastor 's need and desire to be 
accepted both as a person and spirit-
ual leader he is friendly and helpful to 
all who may call upon him anywhere, 
anytime. The pastor 's home is often an 
extension of the church and until 
The writer is engaged in a private practice as a 
Marriage Counselor, Lancaster, Pa. The article 
is copyrighted 1974 by the author. 
r e c e n t l y m a n y p a r s o n a g e s in-
corporated the pastor's study or office 
into the home. It was also the scene of 
weddings, counseling sessions, study 
groups, board meetings, women 's 
groups, youth rallies, coffees and teas. 
And, when the congregation of 100 or 
more are the landlords of that proper-
ty as well, it is open for instant or con-
stant visitation and inspection. PK's 
even formed their own fraternity be-
cause they had all been initiated ac-
cording to similar rituals. 
From acceptance a pastor pushes on 
in his drive toward success and works 
long and hard because he can begin to 
see the fruits of his labors. Church life 
flourishes, members are added to the 
roster, the budget is increased, build-
ings and programs are built. 
But wait! What of the family? Have 
they been lost or forgotten? Were they 
stepped on as the bottom rung of 
Jacob's ladder? Let's hold the pas-
tor 's wife and children in reserve for a 
moment as we consider briefly an-
other major cause for the conflict. If 
the first can be said to rest with the 
pastor, the second is placed on the pas-
tor 's wife. 
In much the same way a woman can 
assume as much responsibility for 
allowing too many parish demands to 
steal her husband away. She may not 
only watch helplessly but even initially 
encourage her husband to spend his 
time, energy, and emotion meeting the 
"needs" of the congregation. In the 
process of denying herself, her wishes, 
her desires and her needs, she can be-
come jealous, resentful, bitter, and 
even at times outright hostile and un-
friendly. Such women are sometimes 
accused of being sexually frigid when 
in fact she feels her husband's mis-
tress, the church, is more important 
than she is. In spite of women's libera-
tion many pastors' wives continue to 
struggle with feelings of worthless-
ness, neglect and helplessness. 
At the other end, some women, 
determined that this shall never 
happen, become domineering towers 
of strength and often control their hus-
bands and often the church as well. 
Either way resentment is the result 
and the marital relationship is char-
acterized by bitter, unproductive feel-
ings, angry outbursts, threats, accusa-
tions and worst of all negative silence. 
Being the pastor's wife has a history of 
expectations from church and com-
munity that some women enjoy while 
others do not. Some experience a lack 
of personal identity; others add the 
role to their identity and adjust well. 
In any case what we are examining 
falls under the heading of conflict — 
real and sometimes troublesome. 
Let us now consider the needs of the 
family and do this by suggesting a 
number of specific and concrete ways 
that family life might be made more 
productive. 
1. Plan ahead. As trite as it may 
sound, as often as it has been said and 
joked about we still need to do it as a 
family. This means life planning as 
well as financial planning. It means 
the allocation of all our resources, in-
cluding time, and it means doing it to-
gether without having that plan dic-
tated solely by external events. 
2. Even more specific regarding 
time I suggest that a man and his wife 
get away, together, alone once every 6 
to 8 weeks for a minimum of 24 hours. 
That requires planning. 
3. Discover each other anew and 
afresh — physically, mentally, spirit-
u a l l y . W e h a v e been s e x u a l l y 
awakened in the last two decades and 
participation in a rich and fulfilling 
sexual relationship benefits any mar-
riage. 
4. Communicate to your congrega-
tion, corporately and individually, 
your families needs — especially 
financial and residential. Increasingly 
clergy are becoming 1st class citizens 
in the role of homeowners with a 
mortgage — but also with a sense of 
security and equity. 
to page eleven 
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Religious News 
Freedom of Religion a "Reality" 
In Hungary, Says Lutheran Bishop 
Hungary ' s clergy can preach the gospel 
freely from their pulpits, and, contrary to 
some reports, don ' t have to do it f rom the 
underground, according to the presiding 
bishop of the Lutheran Church of Hun-
gary. 
At a news conference at Augsburg 
College, Minneapo l i s , Bishop Zo l tan 
Kaldy, who is also a member of Hun-
gary 's Par l iament , said Church and Sta te 
are separated and the churches are not re-
quired to suppor t the Marx i s t -Len in 
ideology of the Communist-dominated 
government. 
" T h e freedom of conscience and religion 
is a reality in Hungary , " he said, adding 
that religious instruction can be given in 
state schools if parents request it. 
Ninety percent of Hungary 's children 
are baptized, he said. Unlike some coun-
tries in Eastern Europe, young people who 
a r e a c t i v e C h r i s t i a n s a r e not dis-
criminated against in applying for higher 
education. 
The bishop described congregational life 
in Hungary as "lively" and said that he 
preaches to about 1,000 persons each Sun-
day in his church, located in the heart of 
Budapest. Hungar ian church attendance is 
higher than in most western European 
countries, he observed. 
Hearings On Appeal For Vins 
Are Planned In Washington 
Hearings on a congressional resolution 
calling on the Soviet Union to release 
Baptist pastor Georgi Vins f rom prison 
will be held in early part of June, it was 
reported in Washington. 
Fur thermore , a delegation of Congress-
men is considering making a personal visit 
to the Soviet Embassy to underscore con-
cern for the plight not only of Pastor Vins 
but of all believers, Christian and Jewish, 
who are being persecuted in the Soviet 
Union because of their faith. 
The resolution would be a "sense of 
Congress" measure asserting that the 
Soviet Union "should immediately re-
lease Georgi Vins f rom imprisonment and 
allow him and all other Christians and 
other religious believers within its borders 
to worship God freely according to their 
own conscience." 
Moody Science Films On TV 
M o o d y I n s t i t u t e of S c i e n c e h a s 
transcribed 13 of its "Sermons from 
Science" films for broadcasting on TV sta-
tions in the U.S. and Canada . 
The 28-minute films, sponsored by local 
churches or groups, are designed to show 
the compatibility of science and the Bible 
on wide-ranging subjects. 
The films are now available in 22 
languages for use in more than 120 coun-
tries around the globe. 
Number Of Working Women In U.S. 
Almost Doubled In 25 Years 
While the number of working women 
has nearly doubled between 1950 and 1974, 
they remained concentrated in a few major 
occupation groups in both 1960 and 1970, 
a report by the Bureau of the Census 
reveals. 
More than half of employed women 
worked in clerical, operative and service 
positions in both years. 
The number of men in the labor force, 
meanwhile, increased by only one-fourth 
between 1950 and 1974. In 1950, the ratio 
of women to men who were year-round, 
full-time workers was 29 women to every 
100 men; in 1974, it was 47 women to every 
100 men, the survey indicated. 
U.S.S.R. Theological Students Will Be 
Encouraged To Study In The U.S. 
Theological students of all faiths in the 
Soviet Union may have greater oppor-
tunities to study in the United States as the 
result of a 10-day visit to this country just 
concluded by nine Soviet religious leaders. 
In a joint statement, Russian Orthodox 
Metropolitan Juvenaly of Tula and Belev, 
who headed the visiting delegation, and 
Rabbi Arthur Schneier, president of the 
Appeal of Conscience Foundation which 
was host to the group, described the visit as 
" a major step in inter-religious coopera-
t ion." 
Professor Says Middle Class Blacks 
Face Pressure On Church Membership 
The black middle class is under severe 
pressure not to join predominantly white 
churches, a Harvard professor told a col-
lege audience in Hartford, Connecticut. 
Dr. Preston Williams, a professor of 
theology and contemporary change, said 
prosperous blacks who might ordinarily be 
attracted to middle-class white congre-
gations hold back because of the emphasis 
being placed on black pride. 
"Years ago, it would have represented a 
status symbol," he told a group at Greater 
Har t ford Community College. " N o w , the 
signs are all negative." 
Agencies Spread the Word: 
Child Services Act 
Does Not Threaten Family 
An avalanche of mail is still flowing into 
the capital f rom alarmed citizens over S 
626 and H . R. 2966, even though many 
groups, including church agencies, are in-
sisting that the Child and Family Services 
Act is not a threat to the family that op-
ponents have reported. 
As many as 7,000 letters a day are 
flowing into the offices of the authors of the 
bill. The legislation is designed to help 
both children and parents, particularly 
those parents who are working or cannot, 
for a variety of reasons, care for their chil-
dren during working hours. It provides 
full-time or part-t ime child care. 
One falsehood being circulated about 
the bill, introduced by Senator Walter 
Mondale (D.-Minn.) and Representative 
John Brademas (D.-Ind.), is that it will 
substitute government for parents to rear 
children. 
URBANA 76 
Inter-Varsity's triennial missionary con-
vention, will " ze ro" in on the specifics of 
mission work. To do this, the convention 
will offer students over 75 elective work-
shops dealing with issues of broad concern 
within missions, the use of special skills, or 
particular phases of mission activity. 
These workshops will deal with trends, 
issues, and perspectives rather than the 
teaching of skills. The emphasis is on a 
cross-cultural understanding of any given 
subject, rather than the one-sided picture 
taken only from the Western student view-
point. 
At least 15,000 students are expected 
December 27-31, 1976 at the University of 
Illinois in Urbana for this student mis-
sionary convention. At the last U R B A N A , 
held in 1973, over 14,000 students attended 
and over 5,000 students signed cards in-
dicating that they were actively seeking 
God's will about being a missionary. 
Besides the workshops, held during 
three afternoons of the convention, the 
convention will feature such well-known 
speakers as Anglican rector, John Stot t ; 
Bishop Festo Kivengere of Uganda; evan-
gelist Billy Graham; and author Elisabeth 
Elliot Leitch. 
Additional information about the con-
ven t ion is a v a i l a b l e by wr i t i ng to 
U R B A N A '76, 233 Langdon S t r ee t , 
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Urbana 76 is sponsored by: 
Inter-Varsity 
Christian Fellowship 
For information or registration 
materials write: 
David M. Howard 
Director, Urbana 76 
233 Langdon 
Madison, Wisconsin 53703 
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"Brethren in Christ—that's my church 
THE LUSAKA STO 
Ira and Miriam Stern 
T H E R A I N S of the season had just 
come to an end. A few lazy drifting 
white clouds made sharp contrast 
against the deep blue Zambian sky. 
The April morning air was fresh and 
unpolluted as we set out f rom Choma 
with our zintu (things), Larson driv-
ing the well-stacked lorry and we in a 
chock-a-block Toyota. 
Four hours and several detours later 
we pulled up to Plot 110, Mwambula 
Residential Area, entered the gates 
which joined the six feet high security 
fence and took possession of our 
strange new Lusaka home. The sight 
of the treeless rumpled grounds was 
for the stout-hearted. Landscaping 
would come by and by. Too baa we 
missed that rainy season, we thought. 
The few banana trees planted by Pete 
and Frank on an earlier visit were 
looking lonely and thirsty. Oh well, all 
the other plots look the same or worse, 
we consoled ourselves. It was a first 
t ime experience for us, moving into a 
housing project and into a house not 
designed with the ultimate in efficien-
cy. 
The Mandate 
Many months before, the Brethren 
in Christ Church in Zambia had as-
signed us to "s tar t a work in Lusaka ." 
The need was three-fold: 
1. T o plant Brethren in Chr is t 
fellowships in the capital city, remem-
bering that our people from Tonga-
land about 200 miles away have been 
migrating to the cities for years and 
years. Unfortunately, perhaps related 
to our rual heritage, the church had 
not followed them there. 
2. As Field Secretary: (a) The con-
tact man needs to be closer to the 
airport for arrivals and departures of 
personnel and closer to departments of 
immigration, customs, etc. (b) Mis-
sion shoppers to Lusaka need over-
night accommodations not in com-
petition with hotels. 
3. Our s tudents taking fur ther 
training in the cities often evaporate 
during these very important years, 
many because no one kept in touch 
with them. 
We knew the general area of need 
but W H E R E and H O W does one 
begin to plant a city church? On our 
list were names of interested Brethren 
in Christ persons, many already in-
volved in leadership positions in other 
churches. Is it Christian to snatch 
people who are active in a church . . . 
sort of like taking your coat off a 
friend when you can see it is giving 
him warmth. 
We remembered the events which 
led to finding our house. We had been 
warned by those who knew that hous-
ing was very tight in Lusaka. Our ears 
heard, but our hearts believed that if 
God wanted us in this city a house was 
less than peanuts in His great scheme 
of things. 
The Lord As a Realtor 
After repeated visits to the realtor 
(Allen Foote no less) we were dis-
appointed when we realized the lack of 
were unsuccessful in house hunting he 
asked, "Have you tried the new hous-
ing project near Munali Secondary 
School?" We had not, so with hope 
mounting high, we hurried to the area 
and were given permission to tour one 
of the nearly finished houses. This 
location seemed good: it was less than 
a mile from the University of Zam-
bia, ten miles from the airport and five 
miles from city center. In fact, it was 
just right. We made tracks to the 
realtor's office to inform them of our 
find, only to be told that all those 
places were sold. That 's why they 
hadn't told us about them. We stood 
there deflated but not for long, for sud-
denly, the lady — as if by revelation — 
remembered that two days earlier, one 
house had to be given up because the 
proposed owner could not make pay-
ments. We begged her not to let it be 
sold until our committee in Choma 
could make a decision. O U T C O M E : We live in this house today. 
And so it was that in the process of 
making our house a home, buying 
furnishings, landscaping and making 
the unworkables workable, we faith-
• 
Glancing out the corner of my eye, I saw such a deep longing for 
the days that used to be . . . a sort of homesickness. 
suitable sites. Still, God was in con-
trol. 
It happened that a VSer had arrived 
some months previous without his 
suitcase. When all efforts failed to 
locate the lost luggage, claim was filed 
at the Zambian Airways. God had his 
man on duty in that office — an evan-
gelical Christian. As he processed the 
claim form he asked questions about 
our church. Upon learning that we 
wished to locate in Lusaka but as yet 
fully besought the Lord to really show 
us the W A Y and the P E O P L E . 
Up to this point it seemed we were 
just taking care of ourselves. We 
longed for some action. Each day held 
the possibility of a great adventure in 
church planting but if the happening 
were just a small one, we wouldn't 
complain. 
Strange Doors 
One day during a bank transaction, 
8 Evangelical Visitor 
FlY 
the teller, a very attractive Zambian 
lady, picked up the check, stared at it 
with surprise and exclaimed, "Breth-
ren in Christ — that 's my church." A 
conversation followed which resulted 
in contacts with a group of people un-
known to us in Lusaka. 
W e agreed to pick up the teller on a 
public holiday so she could show us 
the way to one of her Brethren in 
Christ friends. We stopped at Ruth 's 
house. 
"Welcome. Welcome!" she greeted 
us brightly with smiles. 
" I used to be little Ru th . " (We 
could see that the name no longer 
applied.) " I used to wash dishes in 
your house at Macha . " With much 
chatter we quickly tried to span the 
eighteen years since our Macha days. 
Going inside the house, we saw 
Elina, also a one-time Macha school-
girl. Not ing our surprised looks, the 
women assured us that there were 
more Macha people around. " W e 
want to meet them all" we urged. 
Quickly a messenger was sent to Alice 
and Edna and soon they joined the 
group, clueing us in on their years at 
Macha Girls School, their villages, 
and relatives. 
Music hath charm, especially in 
Africa where most people can sing. 
The a u t o h a r p (usually along on 
general principles) was brought from 
the car and old school songs were 
resurrected f rom our hear ts and 
memories. Glancing out of the corner 
of my eye, I saw such a deep longing 
for the days that used to be . . . a sort 
of homesickness. Our hearts were 
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touched as we talked of many things 
. . . their husbands, some of them way-
ward and drinkers . . . their jobs . . . 
the awful loneliness which accom-
panies impersonal city life. Here was 
Christian faith once begun, but lack-
ing nurture it failed to grow. 
"They were scattered because there was 
no shepherd, and they became food for 
all the beasts of the field when they were 
scattered" (Jeremiah 34:5). 
After we prayed, one leaning for-
ward a little asked softly "Will you 
come to my house next Sunday?" And 
another joined "and my house the 
Sunday after?" Would we! These 
women did not know they were 
answering our prayers. 
"House Church! Those are the best 
words I've heard since coming to 
Lusaka" Pete said as we drove away in 
the car, feeling relief that something at 
last was happening. 
For several months this little group 
worshipped from house to house. 
Finally one of the number spoke up 
one day: "We 've been talking. We 
think more people would come if we 
had a bigger place." 
" W h a t would you suggest?" we 
asking throwing the decision back to 
them. 
"Maybe a classroom." 
" D o you know of a classroom we 
could use?" 
" I teach at Mkandawire Schoo l . . . 
m a y b e we could use my c lass-
room."; At her request we accom-
panied Alice to her school and from 
the kindly middle-aged headmaster 
was granted permission for the Breth-
ren in Christ to meet in Mkandawire 
School for Sunday services. 
Mini-Milestone 
On September 28, 1975, we met for 
the first service in that classroom with 
twelve women and some children. 
When we forgot to take an offering 
one lady reminded us. We encouraged 
them to meet every Sunday even if just 
to read Scripture, pray and sing. Even 
though we had misgivings about leav-
ing at such a time, we set off for our 
planned four-months furlough. We 
conceded they were free to succeed or 
free to fail. Some had professed re-
newed faith in Christ. He would be 
with them. 
* * * 
As the Sundays rolled around find-
ing us in another part of the world, we 
thought and prayed much about that 
small handful of people worshipping in 
a classroom in a Lusaka school. 
Months went by and still no word 
came and we wondered. Could no 
news be good news? 
• * » 
Soon after our return to Lusaka we 
visited our friends, only to find them 
very discouraged by the limp con-
dition of the group. They wanted to 
talk and begin again. Even though we 
had allowed for freedom to fail, if we 
were honest we'd have to admit that 
the realization of it was discouraging. 
It took several weeks to get things 
rolling again. The rains were on and 
often fell heavily right over church 
time. A battle was on. Yet we had the 
assurance that many people in our 
American churches were praying for 
this group in Lusaka. 
"Send-a-card" Strategy 
A contact idea we found effective 
was sending postcards to people whose 
to page eleven 
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About half of our number are the children of members . . . It's 
beautiful to see people coming in the door by families. 
I 
Viewpoint 
Asking / Receiving 
Esther Hennigh (left) shows Tramp for the Lord to an interested customer in the Matopo Book Center. 
Don' t ask the Lord for a wider min-
istry unless you really mean it. Work-
ing in the Youngways Hostel in Bul-
awayo but sensing a personal need for 
a different outreach, I brought my 
desire before the Lord. The answer 
came — Matopo Book Center. 
Ma topo Book Center is one of the 
largest Christian bookstores in Rho-
desia. It serves Africans, Europeans 
and Asians. Many African schools are 
supplied with textbooks and school 
supplies by Matopo Book Center . 
Many Europeans purchase the reli-
gious reading material as well as greet-
ing cards. Christian literature is a far-
reaching ministry, a ministry in which 
I 'm happy to be involved. 
Another missionary, upon hearing 
of my transfer to the book center, re-
marked, " A promotion!" I feel that 
every missionary is part of a team and 
there are no p romot ions or de-
motions. The late Dr. Paul Little said, 
" T h e team on which you play is far 
more important than the stadium in 
which you p l ay . " The impor tan t 
mat ter is " A m I doing the Lord's will 
— the work He has for me to do?" 
Again I quote Dr. Little when he 
said, " T h e Lord doesn't give us so 
many points more for being in one job 
rather than another ." It 's not the job 
we have but the M E S S A G E we 
develop, becoming a living trans-
lation of God ' s Word. In any job one 
should aim to bring honor and glory to 
the Lord through the ministry He 
gives. 
I love my Lord and I know from 
experience that "All things work to-




Board for Missions 
GENERAL FUND STATEMENT 
Quarter Ended March 31,1976 
Canadian Balance, January 1, 1976 $ 1,250.97 
U.S.A. Balance January 1, 1976 7,276,57 
Canadian Receipts 4,092.62 
U.S.A. Receipts 69,561.86 
Transfer to '76 Budget from '75 Receipts 3,682.87 
Total Receipts and Balance $85,864.89 
Disbursements U . S . A . Canada 
Administrative $16,391.23 $2,088.14 
Personnel 19,771.93 1,925.00 
Information Services (777.99) 88.00 
Rhodesia Church 5,000.00 
Rhodesia Mission 2,574.00 
Zambia 5,500.00 2,000.00 
India Church 85.00 





Navajo Mission 1,410.00 
San Francisco 300.00 
Bronx (Fellowship Chapel) 825.00 
Montreal Lake Children's Home 825.00 
Salem (Labish) 825.00 
International Currency 388.95 
Mission Churches 3,918.97 549.96 
Extension Churches 17,589.95 4,374.98 
Urban Ministries (554.44) 
Christian Service Ministries 5,053.85 
Total Disbursements $99,054.05 $11,843.08 $110,897.13 
D E F I C I T BALANCE, March 31, 1976 ($25,032.24) 
Analysis of Balance 
U.S.A. Balance ($18,532.75) 
Canada Balance (6,499.49) 
($25,032.24) 
Mission Budget News 
The first quarter of the Budget Year (ending March 31) always shows 
expenses exceeding income. The current report (see above) is the tenth such 
report by the Board for Missions. Some years, however, a healthy "begin-
ning balance" helps cushion the financial squeeze. Other years it has been 
necessary to transfer R E S E R V E F U N D S into the General Fund. The cur-
rent report shows the largest D E F I C I T B A L A N C E ($25,032.24) ever re-
ported by the Board for Missions. 
Historical Footnote: The Board for World Missions, in the May 23, 
1966 VISITOR, added the following comment to its First Quarter General 
Fund Statement: "In the accompanying quarterly report. . . there appears 
the largest deficit ($27,335.83) of our reports over many years. What has 
happened? . . . This makes it hard to ' keep house." 
May 23, 1976—"AMEN!" 
BRETHREN IN CHRIST MISSIONS 
R. 1, Stevensville, ONT. LOS 1S0 • Box 149, Elizabethtown, PA 17022 
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names were on our list — many whom 
we had not yet met — welcoming them 
to our fellowship and informing them 
of t ime and place. Soon there were 
men saying " W e got the card. We will 
be coming." U p to this time there 
were mostly women. 
E a r l i e r m e n t i o n was m a d e of 
staunch church-goers attending other 
churches in the city. In one sister 
fellowship, four of seven church board 
members were Brethren in Christ . 
They wanted to come to their own 
group, but obviously all could not 
leave at once without t rauma to inter-
denominational relationships. They 
decided to leave gradually, assuring us 
they want to help "get something 
going." 
"Yes , none who wait for Thee shall be 
a shamed" (Psa. 25:3). 
During March the highest 
attendance was 132. (We aren' t work-
ing for numbers but it does indicate 
something if we have 100 instead of 5.) 
April 's high was 156. God in His t ime 
is moving. 
About half of our number are the 
children of members which means real 
potential for biological church growth. 
Church Growth people in America put 
a higher priority on conversion growth 
but here in Zambia we have been 
losing our children for as people 
moved to the cities and found no 
church home, their children naturally 
were swallowed up by other groups. 
Thus we say "Thank God for these 
children." It 's beautiful to see people 
coming in the door by families. 
So far we are working in the Tonga 
mosaic which militates against a com-
munity-type church in which there 
would be a problem of language diver-
sity. We have only scratched the sur-
face as there are many more being 
found which is why there seems to be a 
new family each Sunday "who has just 
heard." As the web spreads over the 
city, it isn't hard to visualize several 
groups meeting soon to accommodate 
those who cannot come to the present 
meeting spot due to transportation 
problems. The Church Growth Semi-
nar of last August suggested we have 
five bodies in five years. Would you 
join us in prayer as we work to this 
end. 
And now . . . the c lassroom is 
crowded. As seating space is filled and 
children take to the floor, people saw 
without using words, " W e need our 
own church." 
Next report: And where shall a 
church be built? * 
Some questions must have surfaced 
in your mind as you read this. 
1. Why didn't these church-goers 
organize themselves into a Brethren in 
Christ fellowship long ago? We don' t 
know. Perhaps we did not teach them 
to go out and plant. One man said, 
" W e are not leaders but followers and 
supporters." 
2. What will happen to the sister 
fellowship who is bereft of the strength 
of our churchmen? Maybe this is a 
kind thing after all, to allow a chance 
for their own men to emerge. Soon we 
hope to begin T.E.E. classes to which 
interested people from other church 
groups are invited, to foster a desire 
for leadership involvement in the evan-
gelical community. 
3. In a day when institutional mis-
sions is held in disrepute by some, we 
have to admit that even if our school 
program did not make staunch Chris-
tians of all the students, it did produce 
a church consciousness in many. After 
trying the ways of the world with its 
resultant emptiness, many are ready to 
be found. 
Opportunities Great-Teachers Decline 
5. Keep the lines open to your 
children and continue to cultivate 
mutual trust and respect. Again this is 
s o m e t h i n g which r equ i r e s t i m e , 
energy, and emotion. 
6. Communicate your feelings to 
each other. Recognize them, own 
them, label them, express them and be 
a good listener for your spouse. Set 
aside some time to do this because it 
doesn't just happen. 
7. Part icipate in some common 
pursuits, not necessarily hobbies or 
activity, but share your vision, your 
hopes and dreams by translating them 
into words and events. 
8. Work and play together as a 
family unit. Sha re those respon-
sibilities by which a home and family 
grow and enjoy the pleasures together 
that are fun and re-creative. 
9. Pray — never forgetting the 
mystery and majesty of God 's Spirit. 
Be open to that gentle and healing 
power which comes from a life as a 
family who knows how to pray. 
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A L T H O U G H teaching opportuni-
ties in developing countries are as 
great as ever, the number of North 
American Christian teachers willing to 
serve with Mennonite Central Com-
mittee has decreased this year. 
" W e are anticipating a drop of 
about 50 percent from last year in the 
number of teachers participating in 
the Teachers Abroad Program orien-
tation in August ," indicates Lowell 
Detweiler, director of M C C Person-
nel Services. 
"There are several countries in 
which we will not be able to hold our 
own because of the lack of incoming 
teachers," he says. "Nigeria , a coun-
try with a large T A P program, will get 
no new teachers this year. In Jamaica 
19 teachers are completing their terms 
this summer and there are no replace-
ments in sight." 
A l t h o u g h incoming pe r sonne l 
applications for all areas of M C C pro-
gramming have made the seasonal in-
crease during the spring months as 
persons make plans for completing 
school, they are running close to 15 
percent behind last year, Detweiler 
reports. 
" I t is across the board," he says. 
"The decline cuts across conference 
lines and is across both the United 
States and Canada. 
" O u r prime needs are teachers and 
agriculturists. We have some crucial 
spots in agriculture in countries like 
Bangladesh and Zaire where we are 
having trouble finding the minimum 
number of people to maintain these 
programs. In Bangladesh we need to 
replace four agriculturists this summer 
and so far we have only one who is 
willing to go ." 
"However it is not all bad news," 
De twe i l e r smi les e n c o u r a g i n g l y . 
" S o m e people are willing to make 
comm'tments . In those who are com-
ing to orientations we are getting an 
excellent group of people." 
— M C C Release 
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New Book by Drescher 
J O H N M. D R E S C H E R , Scottdale, 
Pennsylvania , well-known writer , 
pastor, and family retreat leader, is 
author of a new book, Seven Things 
Children Need, jus t released by 
Herald Press. 
The author comments on every 
child's need for significance, security, 
acceptance, love, praise, discipline, 
and God. Seven Things Children Need was 
officially released May 3 at Canadian 
Chr i s t ian Booksellers Convent ion , 
Windsor, Ontar io . Drescher delivered 
a luncheon address at the convention. 
"Child-rearing has never been an 
easy assignment, and today it is harder 
than ever," Drescher observes. 
"But nothing is more rewarding 
than watching a child move into 
maturity and independence. We will 
never have a greater opportunity than 
helping children become persons who 
accept responsibility and right living," 
he says. 
Drescher ' s other books include Meditations for the Newly Married, Talking It Over, Heartbeats, Now Is the Time to Love, Spirit Fruit, Follow 
Me, and a dozen Visitation Pamph-
lets. 
From 1962 to 1973 he edited Gospel 
Herald, the official weekly magazine 
of the Mennonite Church. Since then 
he has served as a pastor. 
Each chapter concludes with a quiz 
for parents and with appropriate dis-
cussion questions. 
Evelyn and S y l v a n u s Duva l l , 
au thors of many books on child 
development, comment: Seven Things 
Children Need is a worthy and helpful 
book concerned with the most basic 
question of human society — the 
quality of our children. 
"This book is a joy to read," they 
continue, "and we predict that many a 
parent will profit from it ." 
John and his wife, Betty (Keener), 
have held numerous family and mar-
ried couples retreats th roughout 
North America. He served on the 
planning commit tee of the Con-
tinental Congress on the Family held 
in St. Louis in October 1975. His 
articles have appeared in approxi-
mately 100 magazines and journals. 
The Dreschers are parents of five 
children. Family hobbies include 
music, crafts, camping, clocks, and 
gardening. 
Seven Things Children Need, by 
John M . Drescher, published by 
Herald Press, Scottdale, Pennsyl-
vania, and Kitchener, Ontario, is 
available from the Christian Light 
Bookstores at $1.95. 
The Parable of the Good Ridgewayite 
(A paraphrase of Luke 10:30-37) 
30. And Jesus as an answer said, 
" A poor sick man lived in Crystal 
Beach and was the victim of an ice 
storm. It knocked down his trees and 
left him in the cold and the dark and 
all alone. 
31. And by chance a Crystal Beach 
councilman came by his house; he 
looked at the damage and then went 
on. 
32. And in the same way, a man 
important and respected in the local 
church came by, looked at the dam-
age, and went on his way. 
33. But a Ridgewayite despised in 
Crystal Beach, came by the house, and 
saw the condition the man was in, had 
sympathy for him, 
34. And went into the house, and 
gave him his own coat to warm 
himself, and put him in his car, and 
took him to a hotel, and took care of 
him. 
35. And on the next day before he 
left, he took out money and gave it to 
the hotelkeeper, telling him to take 
good care of the man and any extra 
money he spent would be repaid. 
36. Now, which of these was the 
t rue neighbour to the man who 
suffered in the ice storm? 
37. And the lawyer replied, He that 
had compassion on him. Then Jesus 
said, " G o , and do as the Ridgewayite 
did." 
The above paraphrase was written for the Bible 
450 Class at Niagara Christian College by Tim 
Fretz. 
SEPARATION AS SEDITION 
from page five 
shortly before he was beheaded on 
July 10, 1560, declared, " G o d wants 
no compulsory service. On the con-
trary, he loves a free, willing heart that 
serves him with a joyful soul and does 
what is right joyfully." 
The concept of complete religious 
liberty and the corresponding limita-
tion of the state's authority to tem-
poral affairs was clearly expressed as 
early as 1524. For the state to deny a 
person the right of choice in matters of 
faith was, according to Hubmaier , a 
denial of the Incarnation. For him, 
freedom of religion was rooted in the 
revelation of God in Christ. Indeed, it 
was inherent in the Gospel itself. For 
the state to insert itself into this realm 
was tantamount to blasphemy. In 
attempting to transcend its God-given 
limitations, the state violated the in-
tegrity of the Church. 
Moreover, for the Church to baptize 
an unbeliever or an infant incapable of 
a voluntary f a i th -commi tmen t to 
Christ was also a clear violation of the 
teachings of Christ and the apostles. 
The New Testament called for a per-
sonal and voluntary commitment that 
was seen as solely the work of God 
through the Holy Spirit in response to 
the proclamation of the Gospel. Faith 
was the scriptural prerequisite to bap-
tism. 
The Anabaptists also went beyond 
the Magisterial Reformers in their 
concept of faith. To them, a claim of 
faith that did not eventuate in a new 
life of Christian discipleship was non-
sense. Hubmaier expresses it in this 
way: "Such faith cannot remain pas-
sive but must break out to God in 
Thanksgiving and to mankind in all 
kinds of works of brotherly love." 
Some Anabaptists referred to the new 
life as "walking on the resurrection 
side of the cross." All Anabaptists 
stressed that the essence of the Chris-
tian life was discipleship. 
While the Anabaptist concept of 
discipleship is one of the clues for 
understanding the genius of the move-
ment, Anabaptist ecclesiology is even 
more significant. It is here that Ana-
baptism made its most telling point. 
For sixteenth-century Anabaptists, the 
guidelines for the Church were found 
in the New Testament. In baptism an 
Anabaptist congregation found a visi-
ble means of expressing its corporate 
discipleship. In this act, confession, 
v o l u n t a r i s m , obed ience , and t he 
fellowship of disciples bound together 
in Christian love for witness became a 
reality. 
to page sixteen 




A significant revival swept the Niagara Christian Cam-
pus during the spring "spiritual emphasis" week. One of 
the primary features of the revival was the working of the 
Holy Spirit through the lives of the committed youth. 
Many of them displayed a keen sensitivity to the prompt-
ings of the Holy Spirit. 
As Brian was preparing to retire, the Holy Spirit urged 
him to visit a fellow student. Brian tried to show the Lord 
how unreasonable it was for him to talk with his friend at 
such a late hour. When the Spirit continued to plead, he 
descended to his unsaved friend's room. He hesitated as he 
stood before the door. As he knocked, a voice called out, 
" C o m e in, Brian." It startled him to think that God had 
already told his friend who was about to visit him. 
Brian began by making small talk, but the young man 
said, "You 've come here to talk to me about getting saved. 
Let's get on with the business." 
In a few moments, another person became a new 
creation in Christ. As the Holy Spirit moved in numerous 
ways, the majority of the uncommitted found new direc-
tion for their lives. 
The following testimonies were given 
by students following a Spiritual Em-
phasis week at Niagara Christian Col-
lege. These testimonies share the ex-
citement of the Spirit's moving among 
the students. Niagara Christian 
College is a Brethren in Christ school 
located near Fort Erie, Ontario. 
Spiritual Emphasis Week was really 
a blessing to me. It was the biggest 
revival among young people that I 
have witnessed. The work of the Holy 
Spirit was evident as many students 
came to know Jesus as their personal 
Savior and others recommitted their 
lives to Him. It was really uplifting to 
learn that people we had been praying 
for finally put their faith in Jesus and 
allowed Him to take over their lives. 
This gave me renewed confidence in 
the power of prayer. After what God 
has done for this school, all we can do 
is praise Him and pray for a con-
tinuing of this spirit of brotherhood in 
Christ. Praise the Lord!!—Randy 
Magnus 
* 
S p i r i t u a l E m p h a s i s Week has 
passed but has left me with a deep im-
pression within my heart. We had a 
communion service last Thursday 
night. We also did a bit of sharing. I 
was scared when talking to that large 
group of people because I am not a 
speaker. Furthermore I had to speak 
in English. But praise God for taking 
away the language barrier. I really felt 
the Spirit and I realized that God loves 
each of us no matter if we are black, 
yellow or white. I praise God that so 
many people became Christians that 
night. I just couldn't believe it. I hope 
that God will help each of us to be 
good Christians, not only part time, 
but forever.—Edwin Chan * 
Spiritual Emphasis Week left me 
with a realization of the power of 
prayer. Many people for whom we had 
been praying so long accepted Christ 
as their personal Savior. Now it is our 
duty as fellow Christians to support 
these new believers in their faith. God 
showed me that it is very important 
that we continue to earnestly pray for 
the new believers. Pray for us as a stu-
dent body, that we might continue in 
the Lord's direction and glorify Christ 
through our actions.—Craig Sider ^ 
I'd like to just praise the Lord for 
the great week of revival our school 
has experienced. In my four years at 
NCC I have never felt the Holy 
Spirit 's presence so much in a prayer 
meeting or a chapel service. At times I 
felt as if I was in heaven as we 
gathered together to sing and pray. 
I ' m m o s t t h a n k f u l f o r all t he 
marvelous answers to prayer and for 
the unity that we have among all the 
different races here at NCC. I 'm really 
excited now to see what God has in 
store for us in these last weeks of 
school as we just strive to follow Him and do His will.—Suzanne Marr 
* 
God didn't make me to be a carbon 
copy of anyone else. He made me to be 
me! When I opened the Bible later, 
God showed me Luke 11:8-13, "All 
who seek — find." Praise the Lord we 
can t a k e H i m on His p romise s 
whether we feel any great emotion or 
not!—Linda Lehman * 
As I walked into the chapel I felt so 
out of place. Something between me 
and these people was different. They 
were all having fun, laughing, and 
happy. I felt so left out. These people 
had something I needed. Why not get 
in there on the action? That was last 
Tuesday night. I was really interested 
in these meetings and wanted to find 
out more about God. Finally I decided 
to give it all to God — all of me, and 
be under His full control. Now I have 
a real inner peace. I don't care how 
many friends I have, just so long as I 
have God.—Carolyn Schiedel 
* 
I don't understand a lot of things, 
but I do know that when you aren't a 
Christian you can have lots of friends, 
but still feel lonely; no one cares, you 
often wish for just one person to 
understand. When I found Jesus I 
found that Person and also found out 
how much other Chris t ians care . 
—Jennifer Shoalts 
* 
During the week I saw so many lives 
being changed. But at the time that 
didn't really mean much to me. I 
didn't want to be one of " them." I 
said, "Oh no, they'll never get me! I 
don't need God or religion!" But 
something inside told me I was wrong. 
I had no peace. After attending a 
prayer meeting and seeing how God 
had completely changed a friend's life, 
I knew I did need God. This friend 
told me he was praying for me, that 
was something; I was filled with happi-
ness. Then and there I gave myself to 
God. I thank God for all He has and 
will do for me.—Kim Wienckowski 
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HOW DOES FAITH FEEL? 
from page four 
the assurance that I am married. A 
marriage vow made on a condition is 
not a true marriage vow. It is only a 
conditional contract. There is nothing 
absolutely binding about it. Unless 
such a vow is replaced by an uncon-
ditional one in the years ahead, the 
marriage remains in constant jeopar-
dy. 
I would suggest that a Christian 
commitment which is conditional on 
so-called spiritual feeling is just as 
tenuous as a marriage grounded only 
on romantic love. 
That does not mean that we should 
not cultivate the conditions which 
make for romantic love in marriage. 
By all means! However, the cohesive 
aspect of marriage is covenant, not 
feeling. 
Our commitment to Jesus Christ is 
unconditional. We have-decided to 
Church News 
MISSIONS 
On J u n e 1, Phyllis Horst, a 1976 
graduate of Messiah College, joined the 
staff of Brethren in Christ Missions in 
Elizabethtown. N o stranger to missions, 
she is the daughter of Rev. and Mrs . Nevin 
Horst , missionaries in Ethiopia under 
assignment of Eastern Mennonite Board 
of Missions. Phyll is ' joining the staff coin-
cides with the departure of Duane Sider, 
who has worked in the office since October 
1975. Duane is a part of C O M M O N 
B O N D , the musical ministry team leaving 
for overseas in July. 
C O M M O N B O N D leaves July 2 for a 
ten-month overseas ministry. Brethren in 
Christ Missions has commissioned this 
group for a ministry among the churches 
of Zambia and Rhodesia July 4 through 
August 6. Ellen Bushnell, Royce Koehler, 
Bill Miller, Duane and Nancy Sider and 
Kerry Tobias m a k e up C O M M O N 
BOND. They have shared in a series of 
orientation sessions sponsored by the mis-
sion board, including input f rom the Afri-
can students at Messiah College. Accom-
panying C O M M O N B O N D in Zambia 
and Rhodesia will be Dr. Robert A. Hess, 
Associate Professor of History and Afri-
can Studies at Messiah College, a former 
missionary in Nigeria. 
Shirley Heisey arrived home May 20, on 
furlough from her assignment as nurse at 
Macha Mission Hospital, Zambia . 
Earl and Lois Musser (Earl is Director 
of Missions Overseas) left for Tokyo, 
Japan on an administrative visit June 14, 
returning to the States in time for General 
Conference. 
follow our Lord, even if feelings are 
absent. Nor do we accept feelings as 
conclusive evidence that He is near. 
We know that God has committed 
himself unreservedly to us in Jesus 
Christ, and "though he should slay us" 
yet would we trust Him. 
We do not seek the inner affirma-
tion itself. We seek complete commit-
ment, with no ifs or ands. However, 
we also know that when the last condi-
t ion is s u r r e n d e r e d and C h r i s t 
possesses us "regardless," that the 
Spirit bears witness to our spirit that 
we are the children of God. 
When we feel our commitment, God 
grant that it would be that fullness in 
Christ which leads to a witness to His 
lordship and not to an exaltation of 
our feelings. 
Reprinted from Mennonite Brethren Herald. 
Used by permission. 
Allen and Leoda Buckwalter, Far East 
Broadcasting Associates in Bangalore, In-
dia, arrived home on furlough June 19. 
Also enjoying June contacts in the home 
church are Lawrence and Shirlee Yoder 
and family, M C C workers in Indonesia, 
and Richard and Kathy Stuebing, self-sup-
porting missionary associates in Lusaka, 
Zambia . 
MESSIAH COLLEGE 
Board Minutes Gleanings 
The Messiah College Board of Trustees 
had their spring meeting on the Grantham 
campus. The following information was 
gleaned from their minutes. 
Construction is progressing on the large 
Learning Resources Center. The new 
facility will be dedicated around Com-
mencement t ime in 1977. David P. 
McBeth, campaign director, was com-
mended for his good work. 
T h e b o a r d a p p r o v e d p r e l i m i n a r y 
guidelines for the next main construction 
project — a Fine Arts Center. They also 
approved the Phase II development of the 
Athletic Field in the summer of 1977. 
The Continuing Education program, 
geared to people with full-time jobs, will be 
expanded. This will include consideration 
of more evening course offerings, the 
weekend college concept , and degree 
granting continuing education programs. 
In regard to the Philadelphia campus 
program, the board approved increasing 
the flexibility and variety of curricular 
offerings, more interaction between the 
Philadelphia campus and Temple Univer-
sity, and between Grantham and Phil-
adelphia campuses, and the possibility of 
accepting selected sophomore students at 
the Philadelphia campus. 
Mark Wolgemuth will be on a refresher 
leave for the next school year. Joseph and 
Mariet ta Smith will be Instructors in Reli-
gion and Student Development at the Phil-
adelphia campus. 
The following persons were appointed to 
three-year terms as Trustees: Dwight E. 
Bert, Harold H. Engle, Lowell D. Hoover, 
Aaron J . Mart in, Galen M. Oakes, M. 




The Christ 's Crusaders of the Air Hill 
and Mt. Rock congregations sponsored a 
time of fellowship on Sunday evening, 
May 30, at the Roxbury C a m p Grounds. 
The Centurians, a group from the Fair-
land congregation presented a spiritual 
challenge through word and music. The 
pastors are: Air Hill — Rev. Roger Witter 
and Mt . Rock — Rev. Avery Musser. 
The Christ 's Crusaders of the Big Valley 
congregation purchased two banquet tables 
for their church. The young people, along 
with those from Ferguson Valley, visited 
Penns Cave, June 5. The pastors are: Big 
Valley — Rev. John L. Rosenberry and 
F e r g u s o n Val ley — Rev . D a r l e i g h 
Replogle. 
The Clear Creek congregation reports 
that forty-one persons attended the Easter 
Sunrise Service and the breakfast which 
followed at the Woodbush Social Center . 
The pastor is Rev. Curtis Bryant. 
On Sunday, May 23, a children's musi-
cal, " T h e Story of N a a m a n , " was pre-
sented to the Grantham congregation. The 
musical was written by Ron Long and 
Joanne Barrett, members of the congre-
gation. World Missions was observed on 
May 16 with missionaries, David and 
Laona Brubaker and Lawrence and Shir-
lee Yoder sharing about their fields of 
service, the pastors are Dr. Robert B. Ives 
and Rev. Merle E. Brubaker. 
Bishop Henry A. Ginder brought the 
morning message to the Martinsburg con-
gregation on May 23. Talent night was 
observed on Sunday, May 30. Rev. Robert 
S. Keller, Sr., is the pastor. 
Atlantic 
The Conoy congregation held their 
loyalty dinner for the Big Step Forward on 
June 15. Rev. Alvin C. Burkholder is 
directing the drive for an addition to the 
present church facilities. The pastor is 
Rev. Jay Sisco. 
Bishop Charlie B. Byers visited the 
Maytown congregation on Sunday, May 
30, and presented the morning message. A 
congregational meal followed the service. 
Rev. Earl Herr is the pastor. 
On Sunday afternoon, May 23, the 
Skyline View congregation held a dedi-
cation service for their new educational 
wing and fellowship hall. Presenting the 
dedication sermon was Rev. John A. 
14 Evangelical Visitor 
Brubaker, the founding pastor. The pre-
sent pastor is Rev. LeRoy B. Walters. 
The Perkiomen Valley congregation has 
completed their new church building and 
held a dedication service on Sunday after-
noon, June 6. Dr. Ernest Boyer, Chancel-
lor of the State University of New York, 
was the guest speaker. The pastor is Rev. 
Keith D. Ulery. 
The Valley View congregation installed 
Rev. Calvin Hamblin as their pastor on 
Sunday, June 20. Pastor Hamblin recently 
graduated magna cum laude from Mes-
siah College. 
Canadian 
The Houghton congregation heard the 
"Living Wate r , " a singing group from the 
Nappanee congregation (Central Confer-
ence), on Thursday night, June 10. The 
Houghton young people held a progres-
sive supper on Sunday, June 12. Rev. John 
R. Sider is the pastor. 
The Massey Place congregation held a 
Tithe Demonstration on Sunday, May 30. 
The pastor is Rev. Douglas Sider. 
Central 
The Bethel congregation were 
challenged by a Lay Witness Team from 
the Carland-Zion congregation on Sun-
day evening, June 6. Their pastor, Rev. 
Eric Stanton, accompanied the group. 
Rev. Bert E. Winger is the pastor at 
Bethel. 
The Schmucker Sisters from the Mt. 
Zion congregation brought a program of 
music to the Valley Chapel on Friday 
evening, May 28. The pastor at Valley 
Chapel is Rev. Paul Smucker. 
The "Hilltoppers," a singing group from 
Tennessee, recently presented a program 
to the Western Hills congregation. Rev. 
Charles F. Ankney is the pastor. 
Midwest 
The "Love Notes ," a musical group 
from Bartlesville Wesleyan College, were 
in charge of the Bethany congregation's 
morning worship service on Sunday, May 
16. The pastor is Rev. Charles M. Rickel. 
The Pleasant Hill congregation held a 
carry-in dinner on Sunday, May 23, in 
honor of one of their members, Jeanette Heise. Jeanette has left for short term mis-
sion service in Greece. Rev. Kenneth 
Gingrich is the pastor. 
Pacific' 
Guests of the Sandia congregation on 
Sunday evening, May 9, were the "Inter-
na t i ona l s " f rom Azusa College. The 
pastor is Rev. Clayton Severn. 
On Sunday , M a y 16, the N a v a j o 
children presented a program to the Waukena congregation. On May 23, Jerry and LuAnn Baker presented special music. 
Rev. Glenn Smith is the pastor. 
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Alonzo Vannatter 
1901-1976 
Rev. Asa Alonzo Vannatter was born in 
Frogmore, Ontario, on November 23, 
1901, the fourth of five children born to 
Benjamin and Fidelia Vannatter. After a 
colorful life and effective ministry to the 
Houghton congregation and community 
he was called home on April 8, 1976. On 
January 3, 1923, he married Vera Wil-
liams who survives as do their five chil-
dren: Harry, Mrs . Rita Grant, Mrs. Nina 
Buchner, Mrs . Lila Chapman, and Mrs. 
Verna Hanson. 
The story of the Brethren in Christ at 
Houghton is also the story of Rev. 
Alonzo Vannatter and his godly parents. 
Because of the concern for their spiritual 
condition his parents were saved after 
they had written to the Springvale breth-
ren for help. His parents had carried a 
deep burden for the Houghton area of 
which it was said locally, " there ain't no 
God in these here woods." His parents 
had prayed that their fourth child would 
become a preacher. Alonzo was God's 
answer. Rev. Vannatter, a man while not 
known widely in Brethren in Christ cir-
cles, had an effective community min-
istry. Through the administration and en-
couragement of Lafayette Shoalts and 
John Nigh he became a licensed minister 
in 1933, serving with Edward Gilmore 
Weddings 
Bennet-Karns: LeAnn, daughter of Mr . 
and Mrs. Carmen Bennet, and Dennis, son 
of Mr . and Mrs . Charles Karns, Feb. 7, 
Everett, Pa. 
Bok-Hoke: Colleen, daughter of Daniel 
and the late Helen Hoke, Dayton, Ohio, 
and Dennis, son of Mr . and Mrs . Richard 
Bok, Elida, Ohio, May 15, in the Fairview 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Henry Miller officiating. 
Bowman-Cornell: Priscilla, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. George Cornell, and Ronny, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Vernon Bowman, 
Feb. 22, in the Clear Creek Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Curtis E. Bryant 
officiating. 
Cessna-Karns: Bonnie, daughter of Mr . 
and Mrs. Charles Karns, Everett, Pa., and 
Joe Cessna, Jr., May 15, in the Clear 
Creek Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Curtis E. Bryant officiating. 
Clark-Shaffer: Nancy, daughter of Mr . 
and Mrs. Cecil Shaffer, Everett, Pa., and 
Lynn, son of Melvin and Lorna Clark, 
Dec. 31, in Cumberland, Md. 
Watkins-Foor: Pamela Foor, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Ray Khlare, and Thomas, 
son of Mr . and Mrs. William Watkins, 
Everett, Pa., March 1, in the Clear Creek 
Brethren in Christ Church. 
Obituaries 
Hoover: Fred W. Hoover, born Feb. 24, 
1909, in Saxton, Pa., died in May 8, 1976, 
who was assigned by the Home Mission 
Board to Houghton that same year, and 
then later assuming full pastoral respon-
sibilities upon his ordination in 1948. 
Through the years he faithfully served 
with spiritual insights, warm pastoral 
leadership and personal dedication far 
beyond the call of duty. These years 
culminated in the dedication of the new 
Houghton church building in 1970. 
The funeral service was held in the 
Ostrander Funeral Parlor, Tillsonburg, 
Ontario, conducted by Rev. John R. 
Sider and Rev. Edward Gilmore. The 
text of Rev. Vannatter 's choosing was 
Luke 10:20, " . . . rejoice because your 
names are written in heaven." Interment 
was in the Cultus Cemetery. 
in the Bedford County Memorial Hos-
pital, Everett, Pa . He was the son of Elmer 
Elias and Rebecca Mock Hoover. On 
April 20, 1928, he married Verna Eliza-
beth Frederick who survives. He is also 
survived by three daughters: Mrs. Hazel 
Watson, Mrs. Emma Harris, and Mrs . 
Thelma Salsgiver; three sons: Junior F., 
J immy E., and Charles L.; 12 grandchil-
dren; two sisters and two brothers. Two 
brothers and three sisters preceded him in 
death. The funeral service was held in the 
Masood Funeral Chapel with Rev. Bed-
saul Agee and Rev. David Emerson 
officiating. Interment was in Bunker Hill 
Cemetery, Saxton. 
Kohler: Hattie E. Kohler. born Feb. 13, 
1894, died May 24, 1976, in York, Pa . She 
was married to Elmer A. Kohler who pre-
ceded her in death. She is survived by a 
daughter, Mrs. Samuel Paules; a son, 
Donald; ten grandchildren; nine great-
grandchildren; a sister; and a brother. She 
was a member of the Locust Grove Breth-
ren in Christ Church where the funeral 
service was conducted by Rev. Charles L. 
Lehman. Interment was in the Locust 
Grove Cemetery. 
West: James O. West, Fairborn, Ohio, 
born Nov. 21, 1911, in W. Liberty, Ky., 
died May 20, 1976, in theGrandview Hos-
pital, Dayton, Ohio. He is survived by his 
wife, Bessie Mosier West; two daughters; 
two stepsons; three grandchildren; six step-
grandchildren; three sisters; and four 
brothers. The funeral service was in the 
Morris Sons Funeral Home, Fairborn, 
with Rev. Elam O. Dohner officiating. 
Interment was in Byron Cemetery. 
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SEPARATION AS SEDITION 
from page twelve 
For the opponents of the Anabaptists , the sting of be-
liever's baptism was in part its implied repudiation not 
only of the Roman Catholic Church but of the other Re-
formers as well. Infant baptism was seen as the unfailing 
symbol of continuity between the churches of the Mag-
isterial Reformers and the Roman Catholic Church. Re-
gardless of the harshness with which Magisterial Re-
formers castigated Rome, their continued recognition of 
Rome's baptism as valid baptism implied a recognition of 
Rome as the true church of which their churches were re-
formed branches. In the Magisterial Reformers ' eyes, 
then, the fall of the church was never complete in the sense 
that the pre-Reformation Roman Catholic Church had 
ceased to be The Church. This is one of the reasons why 
the Anabaptists viewed the Magisterial Reformers as half-
way reformers. 
Of course, infant baptism doubtless appeared an indis-
pensable rite for the territorial churches that the Magis-
terial Reformers set up. It is at this point that Anabaptists 
moved from heresy to sedition, in the eyes of their op-
ponents. Their ecclesiology demanded the separation of 
the church from the state. For them, the state was God-
given, to be sure — they were far too biblical to deny this 
— but its sphere of legitimate activity was severely re-
duced. It could never interfere with a person's right to be-
lieve or disbelieve. Hubmaier makes this point quite clear: 
"Therefore, it is well and good that the secular authority 
puts to death the criminals who do physical harm to the 
defenseless, Romans 13. But no one may injure the atheist 
who wishes nothing other than to forsake the gospel." This 
is at once the most logical and the most radical statement 
of the Anabaptists consensus. This meant that neither the 
prince in Saxony nor the city council in Zurich, much less 
the King in England, could command the conscience of 
those to whom Christ only was " the Lord and lawgiver of 
the church and conscience." 
Anabaptist ecclesiology held serious implications for 
medieval concepts of the state. The pattern of persecuting 
in which the Magisterial Reformers engaged was due, to a 
considerable extent, to their inability to extricate them-
selves from the Constantinian synthesis of church and 
state. In such a configuration a sin against the church 
(heresy) became an act of treason against the state. It is 
precisely at this point that the Magisterial Reformers ap-
peared powerless to change the medieval structure of so-
ciety. Almost from the very beginning of the movement 
the Anabaptists saw the serious deficiencies of this social 
structure. In fact, it is precisely this issue that gave rise to 
the movement. A church that was subject only to the lord-
ship of Christ could never become captive to the state or to 
the powers of this world. 
While the Anabaptist attitude toward the state appears 
almost wholly negative, the Anabaptists were not an-
archists. One may glean from their writings and actions 
certain concepts that reveal a more balanced view than has 
at times been apparent. While the state in Anabaptist 
thought is temporary, it is nevertheless ordained of God 
and must be obeyed. 
One's ultimate loyalty, however, belongs to Christ. 
When allegiance to Christ and allegiance to the state con-
flict, there can be no question of which demands priority. 
And the Christian must be prepared to suffer the con-
sequences. Hubmaier went beyond most Anabaptists in at-
tempting to work out a more positive orientation toward 
the state. He even advocated the use of the sword in 
defending the state from attack by its enemies. However, 
the majority of Anabaptists followed the teachings of the 
Schleitheim Articles, which prohibited a Christian to use 
the sword for any reason. 
After four and a half centuries, numerous documents 
written by Anabaptists are coming to light. The twen-
tieth-century student can now read many of these in 
English. No longer does he have to depend upon the 
accounts of persons who had little interest in understand-
ing the Anabaptists or in representing them fairly. From 
these documents as well as other sources it now appears 
that the Anabaptists were the first to enunciate clearly, and 
to attempt to implement, the truths that gave rise to the 
free-church movement. For this reason modern evangeli-
cals will always be indebted to these much maligned Chris-
tians, whether they recognize this debt or not. Their grati-
tude can best be expressed, not in an attempt to reproduce 
sixteenth-century Anabaptism, but rather in an attempt to 
recover New Testament Christianity in a twentieth-cen-
tury context. 
This article is reprinted from Christianity Today. Copyright 1976. Used 
by permission. 
